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On October 22, 2007, Director Preite presented $293,000 in funds to the City of 

Westby and New Century Ag for infrastructure improvements and workforce train-

ing related to the expansion of New Century Ag facility.  The City of Westby     

received $243,000 in funding from the Community Development Block Grant ð 

Economic Development (CDBG-ED) program and $25,000 from the Big Sky Trust 

Fund (BSTF).  Lastly, New Century Ag received $25,000 in funding from the     

Workforce Innovation in Regional Economic Development (WIRED) program. 

The funding was 

used to assist with 

the cost of road 

improvements and 

electrical work to 

New Century Ag 

during construction 

on a new office 

space and a new 

grain elevator. 

Great Northern News  

Attending the check presentation ceremonies were: (L-R) State Representative Julie French, Sheridan County 

Commissioner Gerald Kohler , Westby Mayor Jim Weiler , Montana Department of Commerce Director Anthony 

Preite, Sheridan County Planner Doug Smith (Back), New Century Ag Manager Richard Larsen, Westby City 

Clerk, Lynden Lagerquist, Great Northern Development Corporation Frank French and Audrey Pipal. 
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The construction of concrete bins increased capacity 

to 961 thousand bushel, which almost tripled the 

amount of storage capacity. The elevator is now 

capable of handling a 100 car unit train. 

New Century Ag in Westby was ready to accept the first truck-

load on February 24, 2009.  

On November 3, Angie Nelson and Erica Johnston, staff from 

the Montana Dept of Commerce Big Sky Trust Fund, toured the 

New Century Ag facility to close out the project. 

The finished facility. òRetention of the grain elevator in Westby 

is a crucial factor in maintaining businesses and local economies 

in eastern Montana,ó said Governor Brian Schweitzer. òI am 

committed to supporting projects that support industry in our 

eastern communities.ó 

The New Century Ag project created 5 jobs and retained 4 jobs 

that would have otherwise been lost. òNew jobs and an im-

proved facility will mean great things for New Century Ag and 

the people of Westby,ó said Anthony Preite, Director of the 

Montana Department of Commerce. òWeõre proud to help keep 

local economies moving.ó  




